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August 8, 2013

Senator Lisa Baker
2512 Route 6
Hawley, PA 18428

Re: Lehigh Township, Wayne County, pennsylvania
Tax Equalization

Dear Senator Baker:

, _ 4s you q1g{ qecall, J ,.plrg_gn_t Lellgh Tgwrlqhip, Wayne epunty,
Penhsylnania wl*i iespect ao tdispaiiqr G ftd;"t*;;i"uy ilr" North
Pocono school District. specifically, the nine Municipalities which
comprise the Lackawanna County portion of the North Pocono School
District pay approximately one haf in school taxes 

^. "o*p*.J to trr.
o-ne Municipality in Wayne County in the North Pocono School District
that being Lehigh Township.

IgYt office hosted a meeting at which time representatives of the
!9!ool District, state Tax Equali2ation Board and Lehigh Township
Officials were allowed to voice their opinions regarding th. f"* Treatment
by North Pocono School District. At that meeting it was concluded thatft"I9 is a disparity in the taxes paid by Lackawanna County residents
and Wayne Count5r residents in the School District.

UnfortunSt"t, I must repof 
_t9 

you that since our meeting the
State.Tax EqualizaiianBoard and Officials of the North pocono School
Dtstrict have met and concluded that the alternative set forth in Section
672.1of the Pubtic School code would result in even hE;;tl;s beingpaid by Lehigh Township residents.

A closer examination of the problem by concerned citizens of
Lehigh Township has indicated that the reaiproblem is that the State
r-31 pegatizatton Board multiplier for Lackawanna County is based upon
all Municipalities in the county and not just in and notiust trre nine
Municipalities in North Pocono School District. Further; Lackawanna
county has failed to do a county wide reassessment since rgr2. As you
may recall, Wayne County completed a county wide assessment in 2OO4.



. Representatives of a conc^erned group of tax payers have providedthe Township with a grievance form uta ui.ukdown iegaraing salesbetween 2olo and 2o 12 in the North Pocono School o[trict."A" thi=chart clearly shows residents of comparable properties in Lackawanna
County are paying approximately fift5r to sixty percent of what similarfsituated and similarly varued prop"riies are p"virrg in wayne corrrrry.These'are similar properties situated in the same School District. TheNorth Pocono school District and state Tax Equaliza;i,cn B;;; 

"r.compl-ying with existing raw, however, there istlearly . ,ro.r_rrrriformify oftaxes between the nine Municipalities in Lackawanna Count5r ana Lerrigh
!oyns-h]q, wayne county as that iaw is 

^ppii"a 
by the North pocono

School District.

In an effort to__amicably resoive this matter, I would once againrequest that your offiee attempt to host 
^ 

*"ai"tion between the
appropriate members of the Slhool District, State T;;q""riJ"tio'
Board and appropriate members of the Municipalities 

"rrd 
Offi"ials inLackawanna Coungi and Wayne Count5i

. This matter needsto be-resolved in therear-future otherwise theresidents of Lehigh fgwnship will continue to suffer excessive taxationand the Township will be fhrstrated in its'efforts to grow economically ascompared to other areas located within the school District, I willconclude my letter with a question that was raised to me by a resident inLehigh Township ylo is attempting 
_to_ 

selr his propergr, .,why would youbuy a propert5r in Lehigh rownstrip, wayne county trrai pa5ri sixThousand Dollars-($6,000.00) a year in taxes when yo, 
""r, b;t "similarly situated home in Lackawanna county and pay only TireeThousand Dolrars ($3,ooo.o0) per year in school taxes?,, Therein lies thedilemma for the residents and lax p"y.r" of Lehigh Township.

I want to take.this opportunity to thank you for your kindcooperation and assistancih 
"n 

efiort d,;;;i"; this matter.

Sincerely,

ful e-#
Anthony J. Magnotta, Esq.AJM:cm

cc: Lehigh Township, Board of Supervisors
Kim scanlon, Esquire, solicitoi for North pocono School Districtwayne county commissioners 
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Lackawanna Count5r Commissioners
Mike Peifer, State Representative


